
Unit 4: Origins of American Government  

Grade Level:11 
Unit Name: Origins of American Government 
Pacing  3 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
9-12.GV.1.CC.A Create and use tools to 
analyze a chronological sequence of events 
related to a study of government. 

 
9-12.GV.1.PC.A 
Using a government lens, describe how 
peoples’ perspectives shaped the 
sources/artifacts they created. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.B 
Explain connections between historical context 
and peoples’ perspectives about government 
at the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.G.B 
Analyze the relationship between the 
geography of the original 13 colonies and the 
formation of the United States government.  
 
 
 
9-12.GV.2.CC.B 
Analyze the Declaration of Independence to 

 
➢ I will create and use maps and 

timelines to analyze events in Colonial 
America. 
 

➢ I will be able to take into consideration 
point-of-view, bias, audience, purpose, 
political, social, and economic 
circumstances of the time to develop 
historical empathy when analyzing 
primary sources. (Code of 
Hammurabi,Common Sense, 
Declaration of Independence, 13 
states, Articles of Confederation) 
 

 
➢ I will explain how political, social, and 

economic circumstances of the time 
and place shaped the views and 
actions of individuals and institutions of 
a particular time period. (Colonial 
America, American Revolution, 13 
states) 
 
 
 

➢ I will make observations about how 
physical and cultural geography have 
affected the creation of the U.S.   
Constitution, America’s Declaration of 
Independence, and historical changes 
to the processes of government 

 

Supporting Standards:  
9-12.GV.4.CC.C 
Explain the powers and responsibilities of 
citizens and institutions to address and solve 
problems.   .    
 
9-12.GV.3.GS.B 
Analyze the Articles of Confederation and the 
Constitution to determine their success in 
implementing the ideals of the Declaration of 
Independence.    
 
9-12.GV.2.G.A 
Analyze how geography of North America 
influenced the governmental systems which 
developed there.  
 
9-12.GV.2.EC.A 
Analyze the impact of economics and 
economic theories on the formation of United 
States governmental ideals, principles and 
structures. 
 
9-12.GV.3.EC.A 
Compare trade, monetary policy, and taxation 
under the Articles of Confederation and the 
Constitution. 
 
9-12.GV.2.PC.A 
 Analyze the varying perspectives of 
individuals and groups to explain emerging 
divisions and political philosophies as the 
United States was founded.   
 
9-12.GV.4.PC.C 



determine the influence of classical and 
Enlightenment thought on revolutionary ideals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.2.GS.B 
Apply the concepts of natural law, social 
contract, due process of law, and popular 
sovereignty to explain the purposes and legacy 
of the Declaration of Independence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.2.GS.C 
Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the 
Articles of Confederation to explain its failure 

➢ I will define: natural rights, inalienable 
rights, consent of the governed, social 
contract. 

➢ I will identify the ideas of John Locke in 
the Declaration of Independence. 

➢ I will explain social contract theory, right 
to revolution and popular sovereignty. 

➢ I will explain the role Ancient Greece 
had in influencing  American 
democracy 

➢ I will explain the role of Ancient Rome 
in influencing American democracy 

➢ I will analyze the significance and key 
parts of the Declaration of 
Independence 
 

 
 

➢        I will be able to apply the following 
1.    Natural rights 

2.    Social contract 

3.    Due process of law 

4.    Popular sovereignty 

to explain the significance and legacy 

of the significance of the Declaration of 

Independence.   

 

➢  I willIdentify where the concepts are 

used in the Declaration of 

Independence 

➢ I will assess how and if these concepts 

are embedded in American society 

today.     

 

 

 

  

 Predict the consequences that occur when 
institutions fail to meet the needs of individuals 
and groups, and when individuals fail to carry 
out their personal  
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.D 
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about government, determine helpful 
resources and consider multiple points of 
views represented in the resources. 
 
9-12.GV.1.GS.B 
Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of 
citizens and institutions to address and solve 
problems. 
 
9-12.GV.1.PC.B 
Examine the origins and impact of social 
structures and stratification on societies, and 
relationships between peoples and 
governments. 
 
9-12.GV.1.G.A 
Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
about government. 

 



as a national government. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9-12.GV.2.CC.A 

Trace the evolution of government in the 
English colonies to explain American colonists’ 
expectations for self-rule.   

➢   I will explain the Articles of 

Confederation’s importance in the US 

government. 

➢ I will describe the strengths of the 

Articles of Confederation. 

➢  I will describe the weaknesses of the 

Articles of Confederation. 

➢ I will explain how the Articles of 

Confederation led to the Constitutional 

Convention. 

 

 

➢  I will explain the significance of events 

(i.e. the Continental Congress, Salutary 

neglect, establishment of colonial 

legislatures) to the development of 

colonists’ beliefs about government 

➢  I will describe how the Enlightenment 

philosophies influenced colonists’ 

expectations about government. 

➢ I will explain how historical documents 

(i.e. Mayflower Compact,  Magna 

Carta, Common Sense, political 

cartoons) reflected colonists ideas and 

expectations for government. 

 
 

Big Ideas: 
 
The United States and its 
governments were influenced by 
many factors. 
 
 

How are the influences of 
the Enlightenment and 
classical governments seen 
in the development of 
American government? 

Vocabulary: 
Bicameral 
Magna Carta 
Enlightenment 
Mayflower Compact  
Articles of Confederation  
Stamp Act  
Shay's Rebellion  
Republic 



How did the Declaration of 
Independence reflect 
Enlightenment ideals? 
 
How are democratic 
principles expressed in the 
Declaration of 
Independence? 
 
How did the Articles of 
Confederation set the stage 
for the US Constitution?  

Direct democracy 
Social contract 
Popular sovereignty 
Right to revolution 
Natural rights 

Social contract 

Due process of law 

Limited government 

Self rule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


